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RHODE ISLAND RADICAL PEACE SOCIETY. 

The Rhode Island Radical Peace Society, which is 
auxiliary to the Universal Peace Union of Philadelphia, 
held its annual meeting in Blackstone Hall parlors, 
Providence, April 6. The gathering was an earnest one. 
President Levi K. Joslin occupied the chair, and after a 
musical selection by the Misses Plummer, Samuel Austin, 
Esq., read passages relating to peace from Isaiah and 
Luke. Letters expressing the writers' regrets at inability 
to be present and their sympathy with the movement were 
read from Mrs. Elizabeth B. Chace, Rev. Augustus 
Woodbury, D. D., Rev. H. C. Hay and Mrs. Anna 
Garlin Spencer. Mrs. Chace wrote that she was deeply 
grieved to read an account recently of a military exhibi- 
tion of pupils of one of our leading private schools, in 
which those participating were referred to as ''boy 
soldiers.'' 

Recording Secretary Cornelius C. Plummer presented 
the annual report. 

This Society was represented at the meetings of the 
Universal Peace Union last May at Washington and 
Baltimore ; the meetings of the Connecticut Peace 
Society at Mystic Grove, Conn., in August; the Interna- 
tional Arbitration and Peace Congress and the Parliamen- 
tary Conference, held in London in July, at which Levi 
K. Joslin presented a paper on "Some historical, econom- 
ical and social results of war on the American continent ;" 
and the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Peace Society 
at Philadelphia in December. 

Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows : 
President— Levi K. Joslin ; Vice President — Mrs. E. G. 
Sprague ; Recording Secretary — Cornelius C. Plummer ; 
Corresponding Secretary — Rev. Charles H. Plummer; 
Treasurer— Shubael S. Howes; Executive Committee — 
Levi K. Joslin, Rev. C. II. Plummer, Francis Gallagher, 
Cornelius C. Plummer, Mrs. Rose C. Joslin, Mrs. Shubael 
S. Howes, Mrs. E. G. Sprague. 

The following resolutions were introduced by Mr. 
Joslin and unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That in the present enlightenment and 
civilization of the world all disputes between nations 
should be settled by conciliation, diplomacy or arbitration, 
and never by maiming, wounding and killing innocent 
men. 

Resolved, That we rejoice in the protest which the 
democracy of Europe,. especially of England and Ger- 
many, are making against war and standing armies. 

Resolved, That we are encouraged by the prospect of 
settling the Behriug Sea disputes with England, and the 
Newfoundland troubles between France and England by 
arbitration, as it is preposterous to talk of making war 
and killing men on account of disputes over fishes. 

Resolved, That the American nation and Italy should 
make speedy settlement by negotiation or arbitration of 
the trouble growing out of the New Orleans riot, as, if 
innocent men have been killed, war would only multiply 
the crime by killing thousands of other innocent men. 

Resolved, That during the past year we have been 
encouraged because no great international war has 
occurred, because Russia and Italy have somewhat reduced 
their military forces, and because of great international 
and parliamentary congresses, war becoming more and 
more repugnant to the moral sense of the world. 

Amos Perry, Esq., introduced a resolution endorsing 
the Pan-American Congress, which was also unanimously 



adopted. Interesting remarks were made in behalf of 
the cause by Rev. T. Ernest Allen and by Rev. J. H. 
Larry ; the latter would in the interest of good morals 
abolish the army of the United States making our contests, 
by pen, speech and argument. 

Francis Gallagher offered resolutions protesting against 
a militia encampment in this State, condemning the use 
of the army in dealing with the Indians, and opposing 
the proposed transfer of the Indian Bureau from the 
Interior to the War Department. The Indian Commis- 
sioner, he said, was not responsible for the recent disturb- 
ances in the West, and his power should be increased 
rather than diminished. The present Administration 
deserved great credit for its efforts in behalf of recipro- 
city, as this would do much toward establishing peace 
and friendship among the nations involved. Mr. 
Gallagher also referred to the New Orleans massacre, and 
said that the Constitution should be so amended that in 
case of future troubles of a similar nature the Federal 
Government would be able to take prompt action. His 
resolutions were also adopted. 



EDUCATION AND WAR. 



Are there not among us a few who are farsighted enough 
to see that the millions wasted on military and naval 
appliances and other expenses necessary to sustain the 
war system might be diverted into useful channels, and 
especially to the great work of Education ? It is for the 
educated people of our country, who have no reason for 
supporting the system and every reason for suppressing it, 
to interest themselves in this matter, and make their voices 
heard in tones that cannot be drowned by the empty 
clatter of field-days and reviews, or the dismal howlings of 
warscare mongers. — Herald of Peace. 



METHODIST TESTIMONY. 

It is gratifying to learn that the Governments of the 
United States and Switzerland have agreed to submit to 
arbitration all disputes which may arise between them. 
The significance of this arrangement cannot be over- 
estimated. These honest efforts on the part of nations to 
avoid war, to live together in friendly relations, are signs 
of progress. This is a modern method of settling inter- 
national difficulties. Whatever dreams ancient philos- 
ophers and statesmen may have had of a peaceful 
adjustment of such disputes, they were only dreams. It 
has been reserved for this generation to witness the 
inauguration of this Christian method of adjusting strained 
relations between great Powers. We hail it as the dawn 
of a brighter day for the world. — Christian Advocate, of 
New York, J. M. Buckley, D. D., Editor. 



French scientists wishing to discover what language 
would be spoken by a child if it never heard any lan- 
guage, isolated an infant under the care of a mute. 
The child was not permitted to hear a word of any lan- 
guage for eight years. It was then found that it could 
imitate with great perfection the songs and calls of birds, 
of animals, of insects, but could speak no word of any 
human language. 



